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Associated Student Government  
University of Arkansas 
 
 

DECEMBER 2017 GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
 

7 December 2017 

Graduate Education, Auditorium 

6:00 pm 

ATTENDING: Bakare, Beals, Birch, Blanchard, Braddock, Burbridge, DiLoreto, Dye, 

Elkin, Jeter, Marcon, Marino, Morse, Nardo, Nunn, Ravishankar, Shaffer, Sturdivant,  

Tetley, Ward, Whitehead, Whiting, Wilkinson, coadvisor McAllister. Proxy: Callahan.      

Electronic vote**: Ames, Belote, Bohlen, Diaz, Dougherty, Ehlers, Koenigseder, Moore, 

Oramous, Scott, Tidwell.   Absent: Abdalhadi, Aguilar, Atkins, Boyd, Brooks, Cervellere, 

Conrad, Kaijage, Kimbrough, Koshkarbaeva, Rowlett, Sumler, Taylor, Wilbanks.   

Guests: Dr. Lori Birrell, library; Matthew Ramsey, Town and Gown; Ricky Nolen, Law 

School. 

** Counted votes will include those voting electronically 
 

I) Call to Order: Ward, 6:00 pm 
 

II) Attendance (above). Quorum met. 
 

III) Approve Agenda. Approved. 
 

IV)  Approve Minutes. Approved. 
 

V) Special Orders 
A) Dr. Lori Birrell, University Libraries, Special Collections:  

 
1. Discussed collections, such as strong in the sciences and music 
2. Outlined spring 2018 events 
3. Discussed internships 
4. Wants to support research showcasing and professional development—
encourages speaking and presenting research because they generate ideas and 
professionalization 
 
Marino: what is the venue for the prof development series? 
 
Birrell: our department and users where they are. Actively soliciting speakers re: 
research—needs helpers to plan and organize, to create programs 
 



Marino: fantastic. We need more avenues for presentation. Anything to highlight 
research is good. 
 
Ward: we could record these visually. 
 
Birrell: GSIE supports that. 
 

B) Matthew Ramsey, Town and Gown Committee at-large member: 
 
1. T&G is organized by the town council and by the administration—Ramsey has no 
ties to the city or UA. It restructured and meets less than previously.  
 
2. T&G didn’t want to break the soccer field lease early. It’s ready to go to sale. All at-
large members voted for and council no, with UA abstaining. The process will 
activate in June. 
 
3. Grad student housing an issue. UA could develop the area. 
 
4. Save Lewis Park initiative—meeting at Fayetteville Public Library on 12/14/17. 
 
5. Advocated for a GSC seat on the T&G. Structure: at-large is the largest number 
there. 
 
6. DHS and Volunteer Action Center/Center for Community Engagement are 
partnering on a project—new Medicaid program. It needs students to help incoming 
clients to navigate the system; we could turn volunteer program into internships, 
rotating between offices and even getting students enrolled in Medicaid, plus 
increasing awareness. Grad students and families may need Medicaid. He had a 
friend that died of a preventable disease and who could have lived if he had been able 
to enroll. 
  
C) GSC Advisor Vicky Hartwell. No report. 

 
D) ASG Advisor Michael McAllister: 

 
1. ASGJ has a vacancy, and we’ll see a candidate in the 2nd semester. 
2. Spring election calendar and GSC vacancy election applications open 1/16/18 
on HogSync and close 1/30/18 noon. Voting: 2/6/18 open and 2/8/18 close. 
3. The OSA will be open through 12/21/17 for help and questions. 

 
VI) Reports 

A) Speaker Arley Ward 
 
a) Tax Reform legislation 

 
b) Autonomy Updates. We have finished negotiating percentage of student fees 

going to the GPSC next year, and generated a Memorandum of Understanding 



between GPSC and ASG President. It has been helpful to the grad students 
and is tailored to them. 

 

c) Fall 2018 NAGPS National Conference: committee formed.  The 
Chancellor is supportive. Ward outlined dates and budget funds and items. 
READ a statement from coadvisor Hartwell: the GSIE will pay for the 
banquet. The Chancellor will pay for the welcoming reception. 

 

d) Committees. The Library Committee members: Ashley Shackleford (chair), 
Tetley, Jeter, and Ward. Will meet 12/8 in the Library. Shackleford met with 
Dean Allen. The library has open space for grads—usable space proposed. 
Allen wants to hear from us by 1/31/18 re: what we want and need. 

 
B) Vice Speaker Josh Burbridge: currently working on the GPSC website and will 

work on it during the break. 
 

C) Treasurer Ashley Whiting. No report. 
 

D) Secretary Garrett Jeter. No report. 
 

E) International Concerns Chair Anthony Marcon. No report. 
 

F) Social Chair—Courtney Brooks. No report. 
 

G) External Affairs and Marketing Chair Josh Aguilar. No report. 
 

H) Legislative Affairs and Advocacy Director JD DiLoreto: discussed the Tax Reform 
Bill currently in Congress. 
 
1. Participated in the Tax Reform Bill walkout in front of the Union. 
2. Wrote an op-ed 
3. Outlined for the body where it is in the Congress. It may not pass. 
4. We still need to work on it and keep up the pressure. 
 
5. Hoping to work with undergrad ASG Senate and UAPD on sexual assault 
awareness. 
 

I) Parliamentarian Leah Morse—reminder: we are voting on the Constitution 
tonight. The next committee meeting will work on the Code. 
 

J) Graduate Student Life Chair Jenn Oramous (Ward READ written report): 
 
1. Working on the Professional Development series. 
2. 1/25/18 Back to School Night social event 
3. Spring Field Day April 7, 2018—food trucks, face painting, maybe a DJ. 
 



K) Facilities Committee Chair Kristen Callahan. No report. 
 

L) College Caucus Reports. 
 

Rep. Belote’s report:  
 
1. Met with Dean Miller at COEHP re: parking and defining what graduate 
student means. 
 
2. Looking at in-state tuition for graduate students in bordering states just as it is 
with undergrads. 
 
3. Growing audience of classes online on Saturday and a building for it. 
 
4. Went to Coffee with the Chancellor and thanked him for his support re: the tax 
reform bill’s impact on grads. He supports our Resolution on the tax reform bill. 
 

VII) Old Business 
 
A) The GPSC Constitution. No debate or questions. 

 
Blanchard: MOTION to vote by roll call. 2nd.  
 
ROLL-CALL VOTE: 34 yes, 2 abstain. Passes. 
 

B) ASG Joint Resolution 4, A Resolution in Opposition to the Elimination of 
Educational Tax Incentives [NOTE: this is a companion piece to a separate GSC 
Resolution with the same language and intent in case the JR failed in the ASG 
Senate] 
 
Ward: this piece is technically dead. The ASG Senate met this week. The bill 
became subject to a procedural issue: first, it passed, then there was a move for 
recess, then a motion to reconsider, and on 2nd vote it failed. There was no roll-
call vote, no standing question. It will work its way through Judicial to resolve. 
 
Blanchard: why wasn’t proportional voting used? 
 
Burbridge: The Code and Constitution say nothing about specific bills and 
resolutions. 
 
Marino: a line in the Code re: this issue passed, but wasn’t added. Meanwhile, 
there was a new Senate Chair and new advisor—this fell through the cracks. 
Constitution not updated since 2014. Both texts must be the same in both houses, 
but this is not covered in the Code. 
 
Blanchard: why does it have to pass both houses? 
 



Marino: created in the Code to have Joint Resolutions, and we came up with 
these rules. 
 
Ward and Marino: this goes to Judicial, then to conference/reconciliation 
committee. 
 
MOTION to table. 
 
Blanchard: why table? Does it have to pass both branches? 
 
Ward: yes. Already sent to everybody. It has a lot of moving parts. 
 
VOTE on motion: all yes. 
 

VIII) New Business 
 

IX)   Office of Financial Affairs Standing Rules. Ward: this piece awards RSO funding. 
Updates: budget deadline  in April 2018; what days count for budget submission 
deadlines; submission must be through HogSync; no funding paid for conferences. 
Ward outlined specific updated provisions/changes. 

 

Burbridge: since funding is for grads for conferences, do you go through the 

GPSC? 

 

Ward: will change in the spring. 

 

Marino: as to recreational/leisure events lacking educational value—isn’t this all 

events? We need commentary on this part; we need the author to explain. 

 

McAllister: PAB is looking at cultural and educational value, engagement with 

culture and education. 

 

Morse: re: the Destress Dissertation event and stress-squeeze objects—leisure or 

educational or recreational? 

 

McAllister: PAB would consider destress objects as of value tied to academics. 

The list of allowable funded items is a written response to things they’ve seen. 

 

Marino: MOTION to amend—strike ll. 58-61 and change language re: submission 

deadline and days that count for submission: remove Thanksgiving Break, etc. 

This language affected a Fulbright RSO—submission deadline scheduling 

prevented holding an event. This part has hurt RSOs in the past; adding extra 

time doesn’t produce benefit. 

 



Burbridge: no one required to work on budgets during breaks? 

 

Marino: Winter Break counts. Others don’t. 

 

Burbridge: Amend and go back to Senate—expiration. 

 

Ward: present wording is effective until passed. Requirements of Thursday 

deadlines leave out Thanksgiving. 

 

MOTION to vote on amendment. 2nd.  

VOTE: unanimous yes for amendment. 

 

MOTION to previous question. 

 

Burbridge: re: subject to proportional voting. 

 

Marino: that means back and forth on amendments. 

 

VOTE: unanimous yes. 34 yes, 2 abstain. 

 

X) GSC Bill 6, A Bill to Authorize the Funding for Symposium on Human Trafficking in 
Conjunction with the American Constitution Society. Nolen explained the bill—
rationale, funding, etc. 
 
Ward: on campus to get the paperwork in? 
 
Nolen: yes. 
 
Tetley: where is the guest speaker to come from? Is $760 enough for airfare? 
 
Nolen: North Carolina. We used TripAdvisor as fare calculator. 
 
Dye: is there trafficking in America? If so, where? 
 
Nolen: domestic mainly—the focus is on the domestic to raise awareness because it’s 
less known. 
 
Dye: example in America? 
 
Nolen: Florida—fruit orchards. Southern Texas: targets those from Mexico. 
 
Marino: What about hotel and air? What about transportation in town? 
 
Nolen: we have help from the conference organizers. 



 
Morse: this is an issue with which she has close experience. Sometimes work 
organizers will collect green cards from immigrants and not return them. 
 
Nolen: it is difficult for trafficked people to live and survive. 
 
MOTION to add sponsors. Ward added them. 
 
VOTE: 34 yes, 3 abstain. 
 

XI)  GSC Resolution 6, A Resolution in Support of an Office for Every Graduate Assistant 
with an Emphasis on the Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences. 
 
Marino: 3 goals for this piece.  
 
 1. Among them is that he studied international documents and found this to be a 
way to create precedent for future actions. It creates them and resolves problems—
you create a document of rights—here the office spaces should be safe and accessible. 
 
 2. His constituency is upset with losing carrels in the library. 
 
 3. Why focus on humanities, arts and social sciences? They have the worst office 
situation. He visited 90% of office spaces during a visit to all offices and departments 
for the autonomy initiative. UA hasn’t addressed this situation for years. We have 
underfunded departments. UA has not included these 3 areas in its future goals. 
 
 4. He noted 20 grads in 1 office in Kimpel. 
 
 5. Former housing called unsafe—13 Duncan and Harmon. 
 
Jeter: MOTION to extend speaker time by 2 minutes. 2nd. 
 
Marino: outlined the provisions and the strong language in the Resolution. 
 
Dye: why the title, and then only humanities on the 2nd page? 
 
Marino: UA comes together to discuss office spaces. They point out new offices and 
they speak about humanities grad students needing offices. 
 Changes “Reiterates” to “Solemnly Declare.” 
 
Morse: doe the Facilities Committee agree with this input? 
 
Marino: they didn’t consult me. The original version stands. 
 
Burbridge: what did the Provost and Admin say? 
 



Marino: a past dean added weather doors to offices so that teacher-student 
conferencing would be visible to the public. UA fixed broken stairs, but said that 
there wasn’t any space. 
 
Ward: any numbers to justify? 
 
Marino: Admin says the offices are nice and mention square footage. This isn’t a 
problem. The state visited and found them unsafe and unsatisfactory. The music 
department practice spaces are old apartments. 
 
Burbridge: new buildings to build or extant buildings? 
 
MOTION to extend speaker time by 5 minutes. 1 oppose 
VOTE: 1 no, all others yes. 
 
Marino: UA will tear down the Agricultural Annex and greenhouses and build an 
office tower, the largest on campus, and house sciences. There is talk of placing grads 
in other offices. Wanted student fees to give new office space, but the Chancellor 
wants a Student Success Center. Went to every office and floor on campus, saw 90% 
of GA offices—varying degrees of satisfactory. 
 
Tetley: what is the ideal timeline? Plans for development? What did you find? Open 
to limiting number of students in an office? 
 
Marino: The planning material is on the website. Calling it 1 year. Supported student 
fee. The time will be long. Limiting space: we need to 1st plank of rights. We’re 
running out of facility space—causes a crunch. 
 
MOTION to extend speaker’s time by 2 minutes. 2nd. 1 opposition. 
VOTE: fails. 
 
Morse: OK with the rights, but the 2nd page has a problem—problem with addressing 
the library. The committee is already working on this, so it may be premature. We 
need to let the Library Committee work on this 1st; there is a proper way to handle 
this. 
 
Burbridge: any Library Committee members here? 
 
Tetley: Wants a survey out to grads re: what spaces they use and what we as grads 
need. The Committee is moving forward. If you have input, meet with the Committee 
on 12/8. 
 
Marcon: what is a carrel? Is there a locker. 
 
Marino: explained what carrels are, and the library is taking them away. There is 
anger and upset re: carrels disappearing. 
 



Ward: GSC has a meeting 1/24/18. 
 
Dye: MOTION to amend to reflect emphasis also on the Law School in the title. The 
School has nothing.  
 
Blanchard: motion to amend and interruption. 

 Is an unlikely supporter; Engineering has offices because of research grant 
funding. It’s a shame that grads teaching core classes face this—it looks bad. We need 
better offices or carrels disappear. We’re letting them know that constituents are angry. 
Likes the content as is. 
 
 Dye: MOTION to amend because there’s no funding for TAs in the Law School. 
Crowding occurs, so we need to add the Law School to the title. 
 
 MOTION to amend. 2nd. 
 
 Marino: the LS has GAs? 
 
 Dye:  yes. 
 
 Marino: what departments? 
 
 Dye: outlined which ones. Said that certain departments have teaching/tutoring 
people that help and are called TAs. 
 
 Blanchard: Adding the LS would detract and dilute the piece. Understands that 
the LS has no space, but they have good facilities. 
 
 Tetley: the need is for all grads, even the LS, because we represent all. 
 
 Blanchard: this is the 1st plank and addresses immediate needs. We’re not leaving 
out the LS, but meeting dire needs ASAP. 
 
 Marino: supports adding LS. If we’re looking at a small number, we could address 
this easily and quickly, and show how we addressed it successfully. 
 
 Marcon: not focused enough. Deciding rights for all? Not necessary to add. 
 
 MOTION to vote on amendment for adding Law School. 2nd. 
 VOTE: 12 yes, 3 no, 5 abstain 
 
 Bakare: MOTION to amend 2nd page to reflect LS too. 
 Ward added LS to “Graduate students in the humanities.” 
 
 Jeter: supports. The English department this summer went from 7 offices to 2 or 
3 because of crowding in the World Languages department; English also put overflow 
into the renovated 13 Duncan departments. Old Main squeezed out TAs in Philosophy, 



who then went to the Stone House on Arkansas Ave. An AFLS student in a focus group 
last year said his study space was in a common area. 
 Made MOTION to amend: request that UA study and identify areas for multi-
purpose and flexible office space on campus. 
 
 Morse: in department finding space that is private is an issue. This may give us 
some bargaining power. We can check out space. 
 
 Marcon: achievable and workable. 
 
 Blanchard: gray area. How different? I can check out spaces already. 
 
 Marcon: MOTION to amend amendment to “Graduate-Professional Students” 
 
 Blanchard: MOTION to previous question. 
 VOTE: unanimous yes. 
 Return to amendment. 
 VOTE: 1 abstain, all others yes. 
 
 Blanchard: MOTION to previous question by acclamation. 

 
VOTE: 32 yes, 3 no, 3 abstain. 
 

XII) Public Comment. None. 
 

XIII) Announcements 
 

1. Next meeting: 1/24/18 
2. Coming: vacancy elections, Constitution referendum. GSC will run this. 
3. The logo: we need ideas. 
4. Burbridge: needs pictures for the website. 

 
XIV) Adjourn: 8:00 pm 

 
 
Submitted for review: 
 

Garrett C. Jeter 
 
Garrett C. Jeter 
Recording Secretary 


